CITY OF NEW DEAL

P.O. BOX 126

NEW DEAL, TEXAS 79350-0126

PHONE: (806) 746-6399





             FAX: (806) 746-6505
MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING 
   OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF NEW DEAL, TEXAS

Monday, November 22, 2021—7:30 PM – Fire Station
ALL MEMBERS PRESENT

VISITORS: per list

Mayor Regina Hobson called the meeting to order at 7:30pm.  
1. Public comments: No comments
2. Mayor Pro Tem Lisa Welborn made a motion to approve the minutes, second by Council Member John Salter, motion carried 5-0.
3. Vince Viaille with Specialized Public Finance Inc. spoke with the council regarding a potential certificate of obligation. Motion was made by Council Member John Salter to postpone, second by Mayor Pro Tem Lisa Welborn, motion carried 5-0.
4. City Engineer Perry Evans presented the council with the review of the Appaloosa Development Old Key West Replat. Jere Hart with R2M Engineering informed the council they are still negotiating easements. City Attorney Garrett Ferguson informed Jere they would need a performance bond along with a development agreement mentioned in the review. Mayor Pro Tem Lisa Welborn made a motion to approve with conditions, second by Council Member Jenny Sosa, motion carried 5-0.
5. Chief Hobson gave the council an update on an Ordinance regarding animals and feeding strays. Council Member Jenny Sosa asked about a dog at-large and Chief Hobson stated the dog is gone.
6. Motion was made by Council Member Jenny Sosa to invoice 100 W. Krum #17 for utility billing with the opportunity to pay one-third over the next three months, second by Mayor Pro Tem Lisa Welborn, motion carried 4-0 with Council Member John Salter abstaining.
7. City Attorney Garrett Ferguson presented the council with an opportunity for an opioid settlement. Mayor Pro Tem Lisa Welborn made a motion to approve the Opioid Settlement Resolution, second by Council Member Alex Saenz, motion carried 5-0.

8. Motion was made by Council Member Jenny Sosa to move the regular December council meeting to 6:30 pm December 13th at city hall, second by Council Member John Salter, motion carried 5-0.
9. Mayor Pro Tem Lisa Welborn made a motion to have the annual Christmas lighting contest from 7-9pm on December 10th, second by Council Member Alex Saenz, motion carried 5-0.

10. City Secretary Brittney Moore informed the council of a $300 sponsorship from Xcel Energy again this year for the family assistance program. She also stated that an anonymous resident generously paid two seniors utility bills this month.
11. Motion was made by Council Member Jenny Sosa to have Open House December 13th at city hall, second by Council Member John Salter, motion carried 5-0.

12. Jacob Blanco gave an update for Economic Development Board. Their next meeting is November 23rd at 7pm. He invited the city council to attend.
13. Chief Randy Teeter did not have anything to report for the Fire Department.
14. The finance recap and city secretary report were given by City Secretary Brittney Moore. Council Member John Salter made a motion to pay the bills, second by Mayor Pro Tem Lisa Welborn, motion carried 5-0.
15. Police Chief Hobson gave the police report. Council Member John Salter requested a record of what days he works. Chief Hobson explained his mileage report shows the days worked.
16. Public Works Superintendent Caleb Darling gave the water/sewer department report. He had to shut down the water for expansion to the standpipe and hand delivered the Boil Water Notice to the affected residents. Council Member John Salter questioned the Boil Water Notice that was sent via I-Info. Caleb also let the council know the booster pumps are ordered.
17. Council entered executive session per (1) Gov Code 551.071 Consultation with attorney (B) on a matter in which the duty of the attorney to the governmental body under the Texas Disciplinary Rules of Professional Conduct of the State Bar of Texas (i.e., the ethical rules governing lawyers) clearly conflicts with the Open Meetings Act. This exception covers a broad range of legal matters, including contracts, and is not limited to pending or anticipated litigation and (2) Gov Code 55l.074 Personnel matters (A) deliberate the appointment, employment, evaluation, reassignment, duties, discipline, or dismissal of a public officer or employee, police chief at 9:04pm. Police Chief Hobson requested the session be conducted in open meeting. City Attorney Garrett Ferguson informed Chief Hobson and the council of allegations from city employees with concerns of listening devices or bugging in city hall by the police chief. Chief Hobson initially stated he knows that is illegal and is not recording any conversations in city hall but later stated every time he walks in city hall, he hits his recorder on his watch. Fire Chief Randy Teeter and Fire Department President Tom Galey confronted City Secretary Brittney Moore and informed the council there would be no more city meetings at the Fire Department unless it was an emergency. 
18. Motion was made by Jenny Sosa at 10:18pm to adjourn, second by Mayor Pro Tem Lisa Welborn, motion carried 5-0.
_____________________________, Brittney Moore, City Secretary
